Messages from Japanese Youth
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I would like you not only to set COZ reduction as a goal, but also to implement mechanisms and measures
with the intention of actually achieving the goal. It is generally said that it is not feasible, but I think it is
meaningless if you set a goal but cannot achieve it. I believe that only the Japan government can carry out

fundamental reforms against global warming.

MR AR S N & - MO K EFNN K 2 IEALAT T L 7o EH [SUREB N7+ —~< Vv AL v T v 7
AT K AE 64 A [E - MR SN L 22 A5, HAIE 58 T, 5 B A CRAK D 7 v — 7 (54 L LAT)
EEITT, BEZDXIBILEBREIoTLEIDTL & 50 EHEERIOH I ICOWTT 4 =} %{T
S 7ZBICh HAREMN O ESMRIC A I N T AWE I EREHEhTwE Lz, ~MALLTTES
e EhEEMTTEL L FINEEDH L EVWE T, BEROd 2 VETHNITER D 15
LTS 2TL X 9,

According to the Climate Change Performance Index, a report published last year that ranks climate change
measures in countries and regions, Japan ranks 58th on a five-point scale (54th or lower) as a result of
evaluating 64 countries and regions. Why does this happen? When we held a debate on international
cooperation, it was pointed out that Japan's domestic measures were not satistactory. I think there are a lot
of things that we can do as individuals, at least on a national level. If it is used in a meaningful way, the

public will be convinced and pay taxes.
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As can be seen from the intense heat wave that is gaining momentum year by year, it is clear to everyone

that the issue of climate change cannot be left alone, and we are at a stage where governments, companies,



and individual citizens need to drastically change their mindset. On top of that, what I would like the
government to do is to set appropriate targets and solve them with an eye on the goals. At present, the Japan
government has the image that it has set goals that are unlikely to be achieved, driven by the high awareness
of the SDGs, and has not been able to achieve them. In recent years, both summer and winter have become
more severe due to global warming, and it is no longer possible to say that reducing the use of air
conditioners and electricity is not enough to take measures. Therefore, I think that by making the goal itself
feasible and achieving it steadily, it will be easier to solve the problem than the current situation of "stepping

on it in the end” and finally achieving the original goal.
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Environmental conservation is a major issue that needs to be considered by everyone, regardless of
nationality, race, age, or status. I would like to establish a social and international forum where children and
young people can easily express their opinions and exchange views. Please don't relegate them to the

margins, but rather listen to the flexible opinions and ideas that we can express because we are children and

young people!
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Please make information and discussions transparent, fulfill accountability, and ensure meaningful

participation by youth who are concerned.
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I thought that children should learn more about issues such as climate change and its solutions in elementary
schools. Children absorb information faster and are more honest than adults, so it is important to educate
them from that age. I believe that this will create a good cycle of educating children to prevent climate

change when they become adults.
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I thought that what we should appeal to the Japanese government is to have the media and other media
outlets actively disseminate information about the current global crisis situation. I also feel that the Japanese
government should take some measures such as posting advertisements on mobile phones and in trains and
other places where people can see the situation, including a variety of solutions that can be implemented

by one person or a group of people.
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There are many measures that can be taken, but why there is no progress? How many people have spent so
much time researching and appealing for the future of the earth and life on it, but why the environmental
issues are put on the back-burner? The current situation makes me feel what I am learning is a meaningless
thing. I want children who will be born decades and centuries from now to live happily on this earth, where
they can feel the richness of nature and emotional civilization all over their bodies. There is a limit to what
we students can do. I hope that you will be a pioneer in taking action against climate change on a national

scale.
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I would like the government to strengthen policies to promote the spread of renewable energy. This is
because I believe that measures to promote the shift to clean energy such as solar and wind power generation
are necessary as one of the measures to combat climate change. [ also think that policies related to urban
planning should be developed to promote sustainable development in urban areas, such as improving public
transportation, bicycle paths, and protecting green spaces. I would like to see the government look at
supporting not only Japan but also foreign countries, especially developing countries that are in danger due

to climate change.
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I learned about the issue of climate change in developing countries, how climate change has a large impact
on people not having children, and how the situation is completely different from Japan and the damage is
severe. [ hope that we will stop paying other countries to dispose of our waste and shift towards solving

environmental problems fundamentally by investing in technology development and researchers.
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Global temperature rise must be limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius since the Industrial Revolution by 2030.
Carbon dioxide emissions from developed countries (86% emitted by the top half income countries) and
toxic wastes lead to the double jeopardy of climate change risk and poverty in the countries of children in
developing countries. It is necessary for the developed countries to take a serious approach to address the
environmental problems of the planet as the main actors. Specitically, they need to successtully respond to
changes in political will, financing and allocation (technology, employment, equity) and consumer behavior.
I would like to see concrete measures taken that are more in line with the position of children. I believe

there 1s still much that can be done.
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Unlike infectious diseases such as the coronavirus, the effects of climate change are hard to see, and people
don't have a sense of imminent danger, so I think the problem of climate change will not be solved even if
people shout about it. I would like to see more calls and appeals for a sense of urgency on the part of
individual citizens, as well as policies to spread the word about what kind of problems are occurring in
developing countries. I believe that if each individual becomes aware of the situation, society will gradually

change.
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What I would like to say to the Japanese government regarding climate change countermeasures is to take
action as soon as possible. I believe that there is no better time to take action than as soon as possible, and
that it 1s important to move as quickly as possible to save children from the danger. I would also like to
appeal for policies and measures to be written in a concise and easy-to-understand manner so that they can

be easily understood by all people.
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Personally, I believe that the responsibility for climate change lies more with the developed countries, which
have been responsible for the majority of COZ emissions up to now. Therefore, I would like to appeal to
Japan to stand on the side of developing countries while making greater eftorts to reduce COZ emissions as
a member of developed countries. Specifically, if there is an international trend to limit the COZ2 emissions
of developing countries, [ would like to see Japan block it. Certainly, developing countries may be emitting
a lot of CO2 now as a result of their development. However, I feel that it is too cruel and immoral for
developed countries, which colonized such areas before World War Il and hindered development to advance
their own development, to restrict the activities of developing countries even today. Theretfore, I would like

to appeal to Japan to be a stopper of this trend.
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Rather than increasing defense spending, I would like to see greater attention and contributions to
environmental issues, which, once changed, cannot be easily recovered. In fact, this year the rainy season
has been delayed compared to previous years, and we are experiencing climate change in our daily lives. I
believe that measures to deal with environmental issues will become very important in order to protect the

lives of the people in the future.

Save the Children
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